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TENT CITY <onl music comeert
tast week featured the King
Rurtis band. A ceowd of 600
turned oul to hear the young
group. Tent Uity planners hope
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MOTOBU: ‘We shall not be moved’

By Ray Rrack
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You're reading the names of some of
the “city fathers” of Tent Cily. They are
among the founders and leaders of the
Mobilization of Total Black Unity (MO
TOBU), a youlh coalition formed six
weeks ago to help prevent whal they
helieve to be caiculated and illegal black
removal from the Triangie Districl under
the guise of urban renewal.

With recent - setbacks in the l-year-old
struggle between indigenous blacks and
the Charleston civic elite over the Trian-
gle's prime real estate, MOTORBU initiat-
ed its first strategy move, the erection of
this tent encampment in eloquent testi-
mony to the organization's collective
vow: “Hell no. we won't go.”

L * ¥

MOTOBU shows indications of becom-

“After this battle is won there will be
something else to attack in ‘*he rotton
sysiem,” says Kmerson Reed, a 20-year-
old ex-WVU student who is a member of
MOTORU's 15-membet steering commit-
tee,

J. . Smith, who represents a less mil-
jtant view on the committee, agrees that
MOTOBU is here to stay. “Yes, we're
going to direct our attention to other is-
sues after we get this one cleared up.
But it's too early to say what those will
be. We're still getting organized here.”

Reed. Smith and the other planners
whn are molding MOTOBU into a potent
social-action instrument are nol (hrusting
themselves forward as leaders in a local
movemeni. They are aware of the poten-
tial pitfalls in heing singled ot by the
press as spokesmen. Reed, for example,

Not all young Whiteys

at Tent City ‘curious’

TENT CITY — The voung black’s eyes
flashed in the firelight as he asked the
voung white, “What are vou doing here?
This is a black hattle”

The question is one that mosl of Lhe
handfu! of white Charleston young people
who have joined this protest encamp-
menl have been forced to answer,

“1'm here hecause 1 feel every thinking
and feeling person has an obligation to
his fellow man,” explained Dave Moore-
head, who is 19. “Black people m
Charleston are heing persecuted—in the
manner ‘“hippie” types are persecuted—
because of lack of understanding. igno-
rance of circumstances and conditions,
and general apathy in the white middle
class. If we can get pevple lo listen, the

to  interest Dbig-name enter-
tainers sich as James Brown in
coming to Charleston to sup-
port their cause. (Staff Photu
By Ferrell Friend.}

white kids here can symbalize brother-
hood and unity and promote understand-
ing between white and black.”

L] * *

INVOLVEMENT is old hat to Moor-
head, but for some white youths who
have taken up even temporary residence
at Tent City, the act was a major life
decision.

Pat Arnold, 18, a graduale of George
Washingion High School, at first declined
to be identified with Tent City. “If my
parents knew I were here they'd . . ."”
But after spending a day or so at the en-
campment Arnold looked up a reporter
and volunteered o rap for the record,
regardiess of the effect on his parents
and educational plans, (He is a student
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute.)

“There is some hlack backlash to our
being here,” Arnold said, ‘‘but T still feel
that hlacks and whites can relate under
these circumstances. It is a matber of
developing trust—pure trust.”

Arnold and Moorhead acknowledged
that some white liberal youths were
showing up al Tent City out of curiosity,
horedom, the need to be where the
aciion is, and other undesirable motives.

L] * *

“THE RELATIONSHIP belween while
liberals and soul brothers,” offered
Moorhead, "Is like the movie, ‘Guess
Who's Coming ta Dinner.’ The white kids
come down from South Hills in their

In the beginning...

ceiving extensive support from older,
more conservative, organizations like the
NAACP, though they would welcome
such backing. The group is, however,
actively secking the aid of the Southern
Christian Leadership Cenference and
some of the youth-oriented national civil
rights groups.

“We're hoping lo have the Rev. Ralph
Abernathy of SCLC or one of his aides
here on August 5 or 10,” Smith reported.
“Perhaps beth Mr. Aberhathy and the
Rev. Jesse Jackson, who heads the
SCLC's ‘Operation Breadbasket’ in Chi-
rago. can come. And we'd love (o have
James Brown here to do a benefit. If he
came lots of the pecople we can’t get to
respond would become interested in Tent
City.”

Maurice Holtz, a Marshall University
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student who is ene of MOTOBU's com-
munity recruiters and organizers, reports
considerable apathy among ‘‘the middle-
aged, middle-class™ black community.

Pave Moorhead
(fuess whe's coming to
dinner,

Fords and Cadillacs and pick up a black
acquaintance and ride around with bhim
but never ask him to come home to visit
or spend the night.”

He challenged the “‘so-called white lib-
erals, who say one thing and do another,
to do what they say and get off their
asses and come and tent with us to help
accomplish what they profess to believe
in so strengly.”- .

“It's like one of Nina Simone’s songs,
‘Elacklash Blues’ ** Moorheéad said.

Pat Arneid
Taking a stand.

“My, Blacklash, Mr. Blacklash

What do you think I'te got to
lose.

You give us second ciass houses

And second class schools;

You must think that all colored
folk :

Are second class fools.

Im going to leate you with your
“mheat, .

White backlash Dblues”

b

‘Hey, Bo Diddley, where you been?”

If it's ever written, the definitive trea-
tise tracing the roots of rock might well
open with this simple assertion:

“In the bheginning was Bo Diddley.”

Diddley, whose troe blues rools reach
back lo the Mississippi Della, ranks in-
dispulably with Muddy Waters, Little
Waller, Howlin® Wolf and B. B. King as
a primary influence on the host of young
white artists who have processed raw
bites into a highly marketable musical
commaodity.

And while the Diddley imitators and
plagarists collect gold records and mo-

copied, my songs swiped and my things
popularized until the country is so glul-
ted with my style that I can't make a
living myself. But I can’t change. I've
got to do what I've always done. IU's
me.

“Part of my problem is my record
company. I have recorded a lot of things
they just won't release, while all kinds
of junk is being released and selling by
the millions. During my career I've been
forced constantly to borrow money from
my reeord company to keep going.”

Some pop experts believe thal Be and
the othet basic blues artists are about to
get their big break, gain popular recogni-
tion and emerge as major record sellers.

“I see signs of this,” Diddley said.
“There are indicatioms that the young
white kids, like those here tonight, are
getting sophisticated enough to wani the
real ihing. T hope this happens. Fve paid
my dues.”

. 8. Bo Diddley has a new trecord
called “Mother Goose Is A Mother."”

Ray Brack

Tune In

Where's the Playground,

attacking people. We're denouncing the
system.”

* & *

LIKE MOST of the MOTOBU group,
Reed is a native of the Kanawha Valley.
He attended Valley schools and enrolled
at West Virginia University. There he
became a recognized militant student
leader. He left the university last year
and went to New York City “bo get the
{ecl of what was happening.” While in
New York he made contact with many
of the young leaders and organizations in
the mainstream of the black movement.

T just about decided to forget Charles-
ton,” Reed admits. “But 1 found that
was impossible, so I came back home.
Charleston has been out of touch with
the movemeni, and we want to change
that.”

Like the other young leaders of moto-
bu, Reed has shelved personal career
plans in order to devote [ull time and
faient to lhe Triangle struggle.

“1 doubt now that I'll ever get my
degree,” Reed says, “apd I'm not sure I
even want to anymore. A lot of cats are
getting degrees and when they return
home they can't communicate with any-
body anymore. All they're good [or is
plug-in components in the electronic so-
ciety.

“Qur only ambition now is to win this
batile. You can tell the popeorn politi-
cians of this lown that we shall not be
moved.”

“Crazie Azie” Morlimer, the queen of
sophisticated soul, who is cwrrenily ap-
pearing to packed houses at the Top Of
The Inn, will make a guest appearance
at 7 p.m. tonight at Tent City. Miss Mer-
timer, who is married to a political sci-
ence professor at the University of Chi-
cago, says she is interested in “‘checking .
out local human rights problems wherey-
er I'm appearing.”

* * ®

The our Seasons, who have drawn
miore fans in Charleston concerts than
any other recording group, make their
fifth local appearance at the Charleston
Civic Center tonight at 8:30 p.m.

* * Ll

Bob Gates of the Charleston Dralt In-
formation Center reports that the organi-
zation has moved to expanded, more-cen-
tralized offices at 1117 Virginia St. E.
Counselling hours are from 10 Lo 12 ev-
very Saturday morning.
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TOPS TONIGHT: The Dynamic Dele-
gation, featuring Rick Coleman, at the
Checkmate. The New Marquis with Bob-
by Lanham al the Faternity House. Four
Seasons at the Civic Center, Innmen at
Meadowbrook Country Club. Esquires at
Dreamland Pool in Ceredo-Kenova.

NEXT WEEK: Sunday, Esquires at
the Checkmate and the New Marquis al
the Fraternity House. Monday, Barons at
the Checkmale {(open house). Azie Morli-
mer nightly at ithe Top of the Inn. Thurs-
day, the Dynamic Delegation at the
Checkmate (ladies’ night). Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday, a “super hand” from
Louisville composed of lhe Magnificent
Seven and the Wellingtons at the Creck-
mate. Thursday, Reflections of Soul al
Windimere Swim Club teen night, Fri-
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